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Tur following Thoughts were ori- 


ginally drawn up in the form of a 
Circular Letter, addreſſed to the Bap- 
tit Churches of the Northamptoaſhire 
Aſſociation by the Miniſters and Meſ- 
fengers aſſembled at Olney, May 21, 
22, 23, 1799. The firſt impreſſion be- 
ing exhauſted, the publication makes 
its appearance in the preſent form as 
more directly calculated for a general 
ci reulation. 5g e 
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III 
DISCIPLINE 
PRI MITIVE CHURCHES 


W HEN the apoſtles, by the preaching of 


| the word, had gathered in any place a ſuſſicient 


number of individuals to the faith of Chriſt, it was 
their uniform practice, for the farther promotion 
of his kingdom in that lace, co form them into a 
Religious Society, or” Chriſtian Church. Being 
thus aflociated in the name of Chriſt, divine wor- 
ſhip was carried on, chriſtian ordinances obſerved, 
holy diſcipline maintained, and the word of life, 
as the light by the golden candleſticks, exhibited, 
Amongſt them our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as the high 
prieſt of our profeſſion, is repreſented as walking; 
obſerving the good, and applauding it; pointing 
out the evil, and cenſuring it; and holding up life 
and immortality to thoſe who ſhould overcome the 
temptations of the preſent ſtate. _ 


Let us 8 him to walk amongſt our ſeve- 
ral churches, and to addreſs us as he addreſſed the 
* 
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ſeven churches in Aſia. We truſt he would find 
ſome things to approve ; but we are alſo apprehen- 
five that he would find many things to cenſure. 
Let us then look narrowly into the Diſcipline of 
the primitive churches, and m ours with it. 


#, > 


* . * 
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By diſcipline, however, we do not mean to in- 
| | clude the whole of the order of a chriſtian church; 
E +. but ſhall at this time confine our attention to that 
= part of church- government which conſiſts in — 
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1 A MUTUAL WATCH OVER ONE ANOTHER, 
AND THE CONDUCT WE ARE DIRECTED ro 
f PURSUE IN CASES OF DISORDER, 
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1 | Ae ver ad eee enend, 

ing what is lovely, but this is not the whole of it; 

C | we muſt prune as well as plant, if we would bear 

much fruit, and be Chriſt's diſciples. One of the 

things applauded in the Church of Epheſus was 
that they cquld not bear thoſe who wers evil. 


Vet we are not to ſuppoſe from hence that no 
; irregularity or imperfection whatever is an object 
of forbearance. If uniformity be required i in ſuch a 
degree as that every difference in judgement or 
practice ſhall occaſion a ſeparation, the churches 
may be always dividing into parties, which we 
are perſuaded was never encouraged by the apoſtles 
= of our Lord, and cannot be juſtified in trivial or 


= 
3G 


n P ” » 
—— RES. 


* A c 8 A * wa 


„ 46 * 


ordinary caſes. A contrary practice is expreſsly 
'taught us. in the Epiſtle to the Romans; (Ch. 


xiv.) and the caſes in which it is to be exerciſed 
are there pointed out. An object of forbearance 


however muſt be one that may exiſt without being 


an occaſion of diſpute and wrangling in the church: 
It muſt nat be to doubtful diſputations. ver. I. It 
muſt alſo reſpe& things which do not enter into 


the eſſence of God's kingdom, the leading principles 


of which are righteouſneſs, peace and joy in the Holy, 
Ghoſt. ver. 16, 17. That which does not ſubvert the 
goſpel of the kingdom, nor {et aſide the authority of 
the King, though it be an imperfection, is yet to 
be borne with. Finally, it muſt be ſomething 
which does not deſtroy the work of God, or which. 


is not inconſiſtent with the progreſs of vital reli- 


gion in the church, or in ones on ſoul, ver. 20. 


In all ſuch caſes we are not to judge one another, 
but every man's conſcience is to be his judge. 


ver. 23. 7 3: n bs + 


In attending to thoſe things which are thepro- 
per objects of diſcipline our firſt concern ſhould be 
to ſee that all our meaſures are aimed at the good of 


the party, and the honour of God. Both theſe ends ate 


pointed out in the caſe of the Corinthian offender. 


All was to be done that his ſpirit might be ſaved in 


the day of the Lord, and to clear themſelves as a church » 


from being partakers of his ſin. If theſe ends be kep 
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in view 50 l — us from much error; 
particularly, from the two great evils into which 
churches are in danger of falling, falſe lenity, and 

unchriſtian ſeverity. There is often a party found 
in a community who under the name of tenderneſs 
are for neglecting all wholeſome diſcipline; or if this 


ce cannbtbeaccompliſhed, for delaying it tothe utmoſt. 


Such perfons are commonly the advocates for difor- 
derly walkers, eſpecially if they be their particular 
friends or relations. Their language is, He that is 
without fin, let him caſt the firſt ſtone. My bro- 
ther hath fallen to-day, and I may fall to-mor- 
W.“ This ſpirit, though it exiſts only in indi- 
viduals, provided they be perſons of any weight or 
influence, is frequently known to impede the due 
execution of the laws of Chriſt; and if it pervade 
the community, it will foon reduce it to the low- 
elt ſtate of degeneracy. Such for a time was the 
ſpirit of the Corinthians ; but when brought to a 
proper ſenſe of things, what carefulneſs it curoug ht 
in them, yea what clearing of themſelves, yea what 
indiguation, yea what fear, yea.what vehement defire, 
yea what zeal, yea what revenge.-—In oppoſing the 
extreme of falſe tenderneſs others are in danger of 
falling into unfeeling ſeverity. This ſpirit will 
make the worſt of every thing, and lead men to 
convert the cenſures of the church into weapons 
of private revenge. Persons of this deſcription 
know not of what manner of ſpirit they are. 
They loſe ſight of the good of the offender. It is 
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a for love worketls 


no evil. The true medium between theſe extremes 


is a union of mercy and truth, Genuine mercy is - 
combined with faithfulneſs, and genuine faithful- 
neſs with mercy ;. and this is the only ſpirit that 


is likely to purge iniguity.x Connivance will pro- 
duce indifference ; and undue ſeverity will arm the- 
offender with prejudice, and fo harden him in fin: 


but the love of God and of our brother's ſoul are 


adapted-to anſwer every good end. If we love 
Ged, like Levi, we ſhall know no man after the 
fleſh, nor acknowledge our neareſt kindred; but 
ſhall obſerve his word and keep his covenant. And 
if we love the ſoul of our brother we ſhall ſay, 
He is fallen to-day, and I will reprove him for 
his good: I may fall to-morrow, and then let him 
deal the ſame with me.* Love is the grand ſecret 
of church diſcipline, and will do more than all o- 
ther things put together towards inſuring ſucceſs. 


1 the exerciſe of diſcipline it is 8 to 


diſtinguiſh between faults which are the conſe- 


quence of ſudden temptatian, and ſuch as are the 


reſult of premeditation, and habit. The former 
require a compaſſionate treatment; the latter a: 
greater portion of ſeverity. The ſin of Peter in 
denying his Lord was great, and if noticed by the 


enemies of Chriſt, 2 
e r & 


«4 4 
4+. * 2 * , o : _ 
W 
ms 1 * 8 4 a * 1 «a D 
IN FRO». ; 
544 N. 0 3 W * o 
1 r W 


on his cauſe; yet, compared with the ſin of Solo- 
mon it was little. He firſt gave way to licenti- 
ouſneſs, then to idolatry, and on finding that God 
as a puniſhment for his ſin had given ten tribes to 
Jeroboam, he ſought to kill him. Caſes like this 
are imminently dangerous, and require a prompt 
and decided treatment, like that which we ſhould 
uſe towards a child fallen into the fire, in which a 
moments delay would be fatal. And in which he- 
ſitating tenderneſs would be the height of cruelty. 
Of ſime have compaſſion, making a difference e others 
fave with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating 
even the garment ſpotted by the fleſb. * 


In all our admonitions regard ſhould be had to 
the age and character of the party. An elder as 
well as other men may be in fault, and a fault that 
may require to be noticed; but let him be told of 
it in a tender and reſpectful manner. While you 
expoſtulate with younger men on a footing of e- 
quality, pay a deference to age and office, — 
Rebuke not an elder, but intreat him as a father, and 
the young” own as brethren. b | 


In the due execution of Chriſtian diſcipline 
there are many things to be done by the members 
of churches individually; and it is upon the propre 
diſcharge of theſe duties that much of the peace 
and purity of a church depends; If we be faithful 


| * Jude 22, 23. See alſo Gal. vi. 1. 7 1 Tim. V. I. 


to one another there will be but few occaſions for 
public cenſure. Various improprieties of conduct, 
neglects of duty, and declenſions in the power of 

godlineſs are the proper objects of paſtoral admoni= 
tion, It is one eſſential branch of this office to 
rebuke, and exhart with all long-ſuffering. * Nor 
is this work confined to paſtors : chriſtians are di- 
rected to admoniſh one another, + Indeed there are 
things which a wiſe and affectionate people will 
be concerned to take upon themſelves, leſt a preju- 
dice ſhould be contrated againſt the miniſtry, 
which may prevent its good effects. This is pe- 
culiarly neceſſary in the ſettling of differences, in 
which whole families may be intereſted, and in 
which it is extremely difficult to avoid the ſuſpicion 


of partiality. 


In all caſes of perſmnal offince the rule laid down 
by our Lord in the eighteenth chapter of Matthew - 
ought to be attended to; and no ſuch offence ought 
to be admitted before a church till the precept of 
Chriſt has been firſt complied with by the party or 
parties concerned. II. 


In many caſes where faults are not committed 
immediately againft us, but which are unknown 
except to a few individuals, love will lead us to 
endeavour to reclaim the party if poſſible without 
any farther expoſure. A juſt man will not be willing 


* 2 Tim, iv. 2. + Rom. xv. 14. 
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_ unneceſſarily to make his brother a public example. 
The ſeriptures give peculiar encouragement to 


theſe perſonal and private attempts. , any of you 
de err from the truth, and one convert him; let him 
know that he who converteth a ſinner from the error of 
his way, ſhall ſave a ſoul from death, and hide a mul. 


titude of fins. al 
In Y of evil r, 2 Eg are ſaid of 


b- e in our hearing which, if true, muſt affect 
his character, and the purity of the church, it can- 
not be right to go on to report it. Love will not 


lead to this. Many reports we know are unfound- 
ed; or if true in the main, they may have been 
aggravated; or there may be circumſtances at- 


tending the caſe, which if fully underſtood would 


make things appear very different from the man- 


ner in which they have been repreſented. Now 
it is almoſt impoſſible that any one but the party 


himſelf ſnould be acquainted with all theſe circum- 
ſtances, or able to give a full account of them. No 
time therefore ſhould be loſt, ere we enquire at the 


hand of our brother, or if on any conſideration we 


feel that to be unſuitable, it would be proper to 
apply to an officer of the church who may conduct 
it with greater propriety. 


There are caſes of a more public nature ſtill 5 


+ James v. 19. 20. 


11 


- —.— 
in which much of the peace and happineſs SY 
church depends upon the conduct of its members in 
their individual capacity, The charge given by 
the apoſtle to the Romans, ( chap. xvi. 17, 18.) 
though applicable to a church, yet ſeems to be ra- 
ther addreſſed to the individuals who compoſe it 
Now T beſeech you, brethren, mark them who” cauſe 
arvifions and offences contrary to the doctrine which ye 
have learned, and avid them. For they that are ſuch 
Serve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their own belly; 
and by good words and fair ſpeeches deceive the hearts 
of the /imple. The characters to be aveided appear 
to be perſons whoſe object it is to ſet up a party 
in the church, of which they may be the heads or 
leaders; a kind of religious demagogues. Such 
men are found, at one time or other, in moſt ſo- 
cieties; and in ſome caſes the peace of the church- 
es has been invaded by ſtrangers, who are not of 
their own community. Let the “ brethren” have 
their eye upon ſuch men. Mark them: Trace 
their conduct, and you will ſoon diſcover their mo- 
tives. Stand aloof from them, and © avoid ” ſtrik- 
ing in with their dividing meaſures. In caſe of 
their being members, the church collectively con- 
ſidered, ought no doubt to put away from amongſt 
them ſuch wicked perſons: but as every collective 
body is compoſed of individuals, if thoſe individu- 
als ſuffer themſelves to be drawn away, the church 
is neceſſarily thrown into confuſion, and rendered 
incapable of a prompt unanimous and decided con- 
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Firſt, By their doctrine: “it is contrary to that 


dust. | Let members of churches therefore beware 
how they liſten to the inſinuations of thoſe who 


would entice them to join their party. Men of 
this ſtamp are deſcribed by the apoſtle, and there- 


fore may be known, particularly by three things 


which has been learned of Chriſt.” Secondly, By 
their ſelfiſh purſuits: they ſerve not our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, but their. own bellies.” "Thirdly, By 
their inſinuating whining pretences of affectionate 


regard towards their partizans: by good words 


NI ny mn the hearts of the 


ample." 


To this may be added, there are duties on in- 
dividuals in their behaviour towards perſons who 
lis under the cenſure of the Church. If they ſtill con- 
tinue in a ſtate of impenitence, perſiſt in their ſin, or 
be irreconciled to the church's proceedings: with 
them, it is of the utmoſt conſequence that every 
member ſhould act a uniform part towards them. 


Me may it is true continue our ordinary and ne- 


cellary intercourſe with them as men, in the con- 
eerns of this life: but there muſt be no familiarity, 
no ſocial interchange, no viſitings to them, nor 


recieving vitſits from them, nothing in ſhort that 


is expreſſive of connivance at their conduct. 
If any man that is called a bretber be d fornicatur, or 


 Eovetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, 
er an oxtortionery we mall nat lac company with fuch 
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en one, 1 nt to 4. If individuat members 40 | 
contrary to this rule, and carry it freely towards ant 
offender, as if nothing had taken place, it wilt _ 


T hoſe perſons alſo who behave in this manner will 


| others who ſtand aloof, as his enemies, or at 
leaſt as being unreaſonably ſevere; which will 
work. confuſion, and render void the beſt and moſt 


wholeſome! diſcipline. We muſt act in concert, 


or we may as well do nothing. Members who vi- 
olate this rule are partakers of other men's fins, 
and deſerve the rebukes of the en for coun- 
ING! nnn 
Or! 9971 

Win relate to tho&ebingy which all ike 
e eee à church in its: callef7rve/ caparity, 
thing, be done not only with a view to the honour 
of God, and the good of the party, as before ob- 
ſerved, but with @ ſpecial regard to tbr revealed will 
of Chriſt; That fome kind of order be preſerved 
m every community, is neceſſary to its exiſtence. 
Deceney, reputation, and even worldly policy, 
will induce us to take ſome notice of groſs immo 
ralities: but this is not Chriſtian difcipline;: nor 
will it be productive of its ſalutary effefts. In the 


5 officers few if any ch a ) 3 
choice of | any churches. would clo 
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à profligate: but if opulence be allowed to ſupply 
the place of ſpirituality, or ambitious or litigious 


characters be preferred on the principle of expedien- 


cy, as a means of keeping them in better humour, 


is it-not carnal? _So in matters of diſcipline, few 
churches would ſuffer a groſsly immoral or litigi- 
ous character to continue amongſt them unnoticed : 


but if inſtead of a calm impartial and decided proce- 


dure, we enter into puſillanimous compromiſes-with 
the offender, conſenting that he ſhould withdraw 


of his own accord ; if the crimes of rich men be 


either entirely overlooked, or-but ſlightly touched, 
leſt the cauſe ſhould ſuffer from their being offend- 
ed; or if the miſconduct of poor men be diſregarded 
on the ground of their being perſons of little or no 
account, are we not carnal, and walk as men? Bre- 
thren! Are there any ſuch things amongſt us? 
Search and conſider. Such things ought not to be: 
The private withdrawment of an individual,” if it 
be without good reaſons, may juſtify a church in 
admoniſhing him, and if he cannot be reclaimed, 
in excluding him: but it cannot of itſelf diſſolve 
the relation. Till ſuch excluſion has taken place he 
is a member, and his conduct affects their reputation 
as much as that of any other member. With regard 
to a neglect of diſcipline leſt it ſhould! [injure the 
cauſe, what cauſe muſt that be which requires to'be 
thus ſupported? Be it our concern to obey the 
laws of Chriſt, and leave him to ſupport his own 
cauſe. If it fink by fulfilling his commandments, 


15 


let it fink. He will not ar us for not Pat 
porting the ark with unhallowed hands. And it 
it be criminal to fear the rich, it cannot be leſs ſo 
to deſpiſe the poor. Let brotherly love abound” 
towards both. Do all things without partiality; 


and without hypocriſy. 


| We cannot enumerate all the particular caſes 
which fall under the cognizance of a chriſtian 
church, but ſhall mention a few which are record- 
ed in the Scriptures for our imitation. 


A DEPARTURE FROM THE FAITH OF 
THE GOSPEL, OR ANY OF ITS LEADING 
DOCTRINES is an object of chriſtian diſcipline. 
J would they were even cut off that trouble you——T 
have a few things againſt thee, becauſe thou haſt them 
that hold the defirine of Balaam—ſs haſt thou alſo 
them that hold the dofirine of the Nicolaitans, which 
thing I hate. — A man that is an heretic, after the 
fi and ſecond admonition reject, knnwing that he that 
is ſuch is ſubverted, and ſmneth, being 2 93 
himſelf. 


It is worthy of notice that the only paſſage in 
the New Teſtament wherein hereſy is introduced 
as an abject of diſcipline, makes no mention of any 
thing as compoſing it but what relates to the princi- 
ples pin ped It may be ſuppoſed that thoſe = 
B 2 | 

Gal. v. 12. Rev. ii. 14, 15. Tit. iii. 10. 


16 
pure in their lives as they were antichriſtian in their 


doctrine, and that they were commonly diſturbers 


of the peace and unity of the churches: but hows 
ver this might be, neither of theſe evils are al- 
ledged as the reaſon for which the heretic was to 
be rejected. All that is mentioned is this: He is 


Subverted, and ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf. 
- He is © ſubverted;* that is, his profeſſed faith 


in the goſpel is in effect overturned, or rendered 


void; conſequently he requires to be treated as an 
unbeliever. He is © condemned of himſelf; that 
- is, the goſpel being a conſiſtent whole, he who 
rejects ſome of its leading principles, while he pro- 
feſſes to retain others, is certain to fall into ſelf- 
contradiction; which if clearly pointed out in 2 
& firſt and ſecond admonition, and. he {till per - 
ſit, he will be compelled obſtinately to ſhut his 
eyes againſt the light, and thus © fin?” a the 

dictates of his own conſcience. 


It has been aſked by perſons who diſapprove of 
all church proceedings on account of difference in 
religious principles, Who is to judge what is he- 
reſy ? We anſwer, Thoſe who are to judge what 
is immorality in dealing with looſe characters. To 


ſuppoſe it impoſſible to judge what hereſy is, or to 


deny that the power of fo deciding reſts in a chriſ- 
tian church, is to charge the apoſtolic precept with 


p ” 
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and it becomes them in their deciſions to conſider 

that they will all be reviſed at the great day: but 
the ſame may be ſaid of all human judgement, ci- 
vil or judicial, to which no one is fo void of rea- 
ſon as on this account to object. 


It has been farther objected, that cenſuring 2 
perſon on account of his religious ſentiments in- 
vades the right of private judgement, is inconſiſt- 
ent with the liberty of the goſpel, and contrary to 
the leading principles on which proteſtants have 
ſeparated from the church of Rome, and proteſtant 
diſſenters from the church of England. "The right 
of private judgement, while we claim no connec- 


tion with others, is an undoubted right. We may 
be chriſtians, infidels, or atheiſts, and none but 


| God has any control over us: but if we defire the 
| friendſhip and eſteem of good men notwithſtanding, 


or claim admiſſion to a chriſtian church; or ſhould 


we be in it already, and claim right to continue 
our ſituation, ſurely they would not be obliged to 
comply. If ſo, our right of private- judgement 


muſt interfere with that of others, whoſe judge- 


ment tells them that there can be no fellowſhip 
between light and darkneſs, or communion between 
him that believeth and an infidel. If the liberty of 
— INE. 
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impertinence. It is true, the judgement of a church - 
may be erroneous, as well as that of an individual; | 


15 


: chriſtian charthes - be out principles, it 
will follow not only that unbelievers may claim 
viſible communion with believers ;-but that no ex- 
cluſions for immorality can be juſtified, provided 
the party inſiſts that his ſentiments are in harmo- 


ay with his practice. There is a great variety of 


opinion as to what is morality, as well as to what 
is truth. One looſe character believes in polyga- 
my, another in concubinage, and a third can ſee 


. e e = 
_ it be undifcovered, * 


If the churches of Rome, and England, had 
done nothing more than exclude from their ſociety 
thoſe characters whom they conſidered as deviat- 
ing from the firſt principles of the goſpel, without 
ſubjecting them to civil penalties or diſabilities, 
however. we might have diſputed the truth of their 


doctrine, we could not juſtly have objected to their 


diſcipline. We ſhould ſuppoſe that the ſeparation 
of proteſtants from the one, and of proteftant diſ- 


ſenters from the other, was for the ſake of enjoying 
@ purer church ſtate, wherein they might act up 


to the laws of Zion's King; and not that they 
might live as though there were no king in Iſrael, 
which is thecaſe where every man does that —— 


— 


ö . in his own eyes. 


V uch was the mroaljtyitaught by Mr. Hume. 
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In cAsRS Or NOTORIQUS AND — 
TED wick ED N Ess it appears that in the primi- 
tive churches immediate excluſion was the conſe-- 
quence. In the caſe of the inceſtuous Corinthian, 
there are no directions given for his being admon- 
iſhed, and excluded only in caſe of his being in- 


corrigibly impenitent. The apoſtle determined 


what ſhould be done — In the name of the Lord 
Jeſus when ye are gathered together to deliver ſuch a 
one unto Satan. We cannot but conſider it as an 
error in the diſcipline of ſome churches where 


perſons have been detected of groſs and aggra- 


vated wickedneſs, that their excluſion has been 
ſuſpended, and in many caſes omitted, on the 
ground of their profeſſed repentance. While the 
evil was a ſecret, it was perſiſted in, but when 
expoſed by a public detection, then repentance is 
brought forward, as it were in arreſt of judgment. 
But can that repentance be genuine which is plead- 
ed for the purpoſe of warding off the cenſures of a 
chriſtian church? We are perſuaded it cannot. 
The eye of a true penitent will be fixed on the 
greatneſs of his ſin, and he will be the laſt to dif- ' 
cern, or talk of his repentance for it. So far from 
pleading it in order to evade cenſure, he will cen- 
ſure himſelf, and deſire nothing more than that teſ- 
|. timony may be borne againſt his ROUTE for the 
i honour of * A 


* 


But alowieg that repentance in ſuch caſes is 


| fincere, ſtill it is not of ſuch account as to ſet a- 


ſide the ceceflity of excluſion. The end to be an- 


-ſwered by this meaſure is not merely the good of 


the party, but the « clearing” of a chriſtian church 


from the very appearance of conniving at immora- 


lity 3 and which cannot be accompliſhed by repen- 


_ tance only. Though Miriam might be truly ſor- 


ry for her ſin in having ſpoken againſt Moſes, and 


though ſhe might be healed of her leproſy ; yet the 


Lord ſaid unto Moſes, Tf ber father had but ſpit in 


Ber face," ſhould ſhe not be aſhamed ſeven days? Let 


her be ſhut out from the camp ſeven days; 2 
that tet her be received in . $2227 


1 


Ack we "Mt not ſuppoſe, however, that every noto- 


rious fault requires immediate excluſion. The ge- 


neral rule given is — that NOTORIOUS EVILS 
SHOULD MEET WITH A PUBLIC REBUKE. 
Them that fin, rebuke before all, that others alſo may 
far. f But this proceeding does not appear to a- 
mount to excluſion; it is rather of the nature of a 
cenſure or reprimand, accompanying an admonition. 
To us it appears that the circumſtances attending 
a ſin ought to determine whether it require imme- 
diate excluſion, or not. If theſe be highly aggra- 
vating; if there appear to have been premeditation, 
intention, and perſeverance in the crime, put away 


from amongst 48 that wicked perſon © but ii 


* Numb, xit, 14. 1 Tim. v. 20. 
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circumſtances extenuate, rather than heighten the | 


evil, ſolemn admonition, accompanied with rebuke, 
ought to ſuffice, and no excluſion to follow but in 


caſe of incorrigible 3 


bes There =. eee 

der the denomination of notorious fins, wherein 
directions are given for recovering the offenders 
WITHOUT ANY MENTION BEING . MADE OF 
EXCLUSION, EITHER IMMEDIATE OR ULTI+ 
MATE. There is perhaps in all the churches a 
deſcription of men whoſe characters are far from 
being uniformly circumſpect, and yet not ſuffici- 
ently irregular to warrant their being ſeparated 
from communion. They are diſorderly walkers. 
buſy-bodies in other men's matters, while negligent 
of their own; in a word, unamiable characters. 
Now thoſe that are ſuch we are directed to exhort, 
and charge that they conduct themſelves as become 
eth chaiftians. If after this they continue diſor- 
derly, obſerve a degree of diſtance in your con- 
duct towards them; withdraw your intimacy ; let 
them feel the frowns of their brethren: yet be not 
wholly reſerved, but occaſionally explain to them 
the reaſons of your conduct, . affectionately admo- 
niſning them at the ſame time to repentance and 


amendment of life. New we command you, brethren, 


in the name of our Lord Jeſus Chrift, that ye. wich- 
draw yourſekves from every brother that walketh diſor- 
derly, and not after the tradition tubich he received of 


| | | 
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16. —For we hear that there are fome who walk a- 
mong you diſorderly, - working not at all, but are buſy- 
bodies. Now them that are ſuch we command, and 
exhort by our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that with quietneſs 
they wort, and eat their own bread. - And if any obey 
not our word by this epiſtle, note that man, and have 
no company with him that he may be aſhamed : Yet 
count him not as an enemy, but admoniſh him as a bre- 
ther.+ If churches were to conſult only their own 
reputation, they would often diſcard fuch perſons 
at an early period : but where there is reaſon to 
hope that the heart is right in the main, great for- 
bearance muſt be exerciſed, and long perſeverance 
in endeavouring to recover. How many imperfec- 
tions were diſcovered in the conduct of the twelve 
apoſtles, while their Lord was with them, and 
what an example of forbearance has he left us! 
One character reclaimed is of greater account and 
more to the honour of a chriſtian church, than 
. diſcarded. 


F inally, A watchful eye upon the ſtate of the 
church, and of particular members, with a ſeaſon- 
able interpoſition, may do more towards the pre- 


ſervation: of good order than all other things 


put together, Diſcourage whiſperings, backbitings, 
and jealouſies. Frown on tale bearers, apd 
give no ear to their tales. Nip contentions in the 


my 


7 2 Thel. ili. 6—15. 
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bud. Adjuſt differences in civil matters among 
yourſelves. Bring together at an early period thoſe 
in whom miſconception and diſtruſt have begun to 
operate, ere ill opinion ripen into ſettled diſlike. 
By a frank and timely explanation in the preſence 
of a common friend, that may be healed in an hour, 
which if permitted to proceed, a ſeries of years 
cannot eradicate. Be affectionately free with one 
another. Give tender and faithful hints where it 
appears to you that one of your brethren is in dan- 
ger of being drawn aſide from the principles or 
ſpirit of the goſpel. Let all be given, from their 
firſt entering into connexion with you, to expect 
them. If any one take offence at ſuch treatment, 
give him to underſtand that he who cannot endure 
a caution, or a reproof, is unfit for chriſtian foct- 
ety; and is in eo, +, into 
miſchief. | 


The free circulation of the blood, and the pro- 
per diſcharge of all the animal functions, are not 
more neceſſary to the health of the body, than good 
diſcipline is to the proſperity of a community. 


If it were duly conſidered how much the ge- 
neral intereſts gf-religi6n, and even the ſalvation of 
men, may be affected by the purity and harmony 
of chriſtian churches, we ſhould tremble at the idea 
of their being interrupted by us. The planting of 
4 in a neighbourhood, where the goſpel is 


2, 


tered in their nan bleſſing. It il 
temple reared for God, in which he deigns to re- 
cord his name, to meet with his humble worthip» 
pers, and to bleſs them. We have ſeen churches of 
this deſcription, in the midft of a career of ſpiri- 
tual proſperity, edifying one another in love, and 
ſouls to the Redemer's ſtandard, all in a 
little time, blaſted and ruined by ſome unhappy e- 
vent that has thrown them into diſonder. One of 
be is reproved his relations or particular acquain- 
tances take an his ſidẽ diſcipline is interrupted 
the church is divided into parties hand things 
are ſaid on both ſides the bond of love is broken 
tender minds are grieved, and retire—worthip 
is but thinly attended, and the enjay ment of i it is 
vaniſhed God's friends mourn in ſecret, and his 
enemies triumph, ſaying aha! ſo would we have 
it} Truly it is a; ſerious, _ andere eg . 
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